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STILL WITHOUT NEWS.

ABSOLUTE SILENCE FALLS
OVER SOUTH AFRICA.

CABLES ARE WORKING SATISFACTORILY,
BUT THE PUBLIC I8 KEPT IN BUS.
PENSE DISPATCHES FROM BUL-
LER KEPT BACK.

[NT CARLE TO TAR TRIRUNE.]
London, Dee. 288 nt,r-'l‘horl' is a remarkable

gheence of news from South Africa this morn-
ing, and as the cahles are working satisfactorily
ft 1 clear that the continued lgnorance of the

publle concerning the fight at Sfodder River is

not tha result of accident. Nothing is yet inti-
mated as to even the probahble extent of the
gamnge recelved by the Britleh trocps or of that
infiicted on the Boers,

“The Standard’s" correspondent with the foree
advancing to the rellef of Ladysmith telegraphed
on Monday evening from Frere Camp that two
commandos had on the previous day passed to
the cast and west, in the directlon of Colenso,
11 was supposed that thelr objective polnt.was
Grobler's HilL to the north of the Tugela River.

A Pletermaritzburg telegram, dated Tuesday,
states that thers had been a slight artillery duel
near Colenso, and the Boers were in possession
of the bridges.

oThe Standard’s” correspondent with Lord
Methuen's column, in a message dispatched from
Kiokfontein on Monday, mentlons a report cur-
rent in the camp hefore the battle that the whole
of the Boer forces had crossed the river, and
eoncentrated at Spytfontein.

It was stated at the War Office last night that
dispatchies had been recelved from General Bul-
ler, but they were not issued to the press, It
was incldentally mentioned that the rank and

file casualties at Modder River had not yet been
received. 1. N. F.
—_——————

MR. CHAMBERLAIN'S SPEECH

ITS EFFECT ON BRITISH OPINION—PROG-
RESS OF THE WAR IN AFRICA.

[#T caBLE TO THE TRIRUNE.]

1onden, Dee. 2, 1 & m—The embargo upon
war news when the two rellef columns are pre-
paring for declsive battles beyvond the Tugela
and Modder hne enabled Mr. Chamberiain to
eommand the attentlon of England. The after-
naon papers took up thelr parable yesterday
from the morning press, and the weekly jour-
nals to-day ring the changes upon his new ren-
dering of Lord Sallsbury’s simple theme that
England’s relations with both the T'nited States
and Germany wers all that could be desired.
AMr, Chamberiain is nelther a diplomatist nor a
jawyer, but he knows what 18 going on in the
warld and how to make practical use of the op-
portuniies for influencing public opinion  at
npome and abroad. He has directed attention 1o
the good feellng now existing between Anglo-
Saxon and Teutonle races as a fact of world-
wida tmportancs, and thereby he has helped to
strengthen it. He used the phrass “triple alll-
ance” only ta qualify it in the next breath by
reducing it to an understanding based upon the
common interesta to which Mr. Reld referrad
at the New-Tark Chamber of Commerce dinner
and Mr. Chaate subsequently In London. The
practical result ls that everybody In England
and Germany !s talking abhout the era of good
goeling now opening in the relations of the three
great progressive nations in the world. Mr.
Chamberialn may not be a diplomatist, but in
this instance he has helped to clear the atmos-
phere and hring the three countries Into closer
and more helpful relations.

MILITARY STAFF CRITICISED.

The delay in the publication of the casualty
1t and full details of the battle of Modder
itver has not only prolonged and deepened the
anxlety of the swarms of visltors to the War
Office, but It has alse reyived criticlem of the
shoricomingas of the milltary staff responsible
for the organization of the army corps and the
fireotion of the eampalgn. Lord Methuen's last
attls remains a mystery, but it is plain that it
would hiave been won more easily If the British
army had heen provided with more horse and
field artillery, and especially with howltzer bat-
teries eapable of firing lyddite shells, There 18
murh faultfinding over the delay In sending out
howliger batteries, and the neglect of the Ad-
miralty to supply rapld sea transports for ar-
1)1 of every class, The War Office has no
explanations to offer, and military writers agree
that this was a serious flaw In the preparations
the campalgn. The lack of an adequata
foven of cavalry fa another nhvious point of
eritlelsm. Dut the Milltary Staff will have &
clenr ine of defsnece against this charge. It con-
tends that India could npt be stripped of its
cavalry service, and that this branch waa too
gmall 1o meet the emergency of the war in Bouth
Africa.  There will he a sirong effort made when
Parlinment meets to add several reglments of
Wneers to the army, and to convert some hat-
tallons inta mounted infantry, instead of hav-
Ing 2 single company in each regiment provided
with

wh

General

for

mounis,

e the Queen recelved an assurance from
Mothuen early yesterday that the
wotinded were doing well, the casualty list was
held bark owing to defective cable facilities
Rour after hour. It was genernlly understond
i be in possession of the War Office late in the
evening, but it required careful checking of
Vames, The {mpression prevailed there that
the losaes would not he so serious as had heen
80Drehended.  Colome! Sumner, the efficlent
miMary a1iaché of the American EmbRssY,
B12ted yagrerday that, apart from prisoners, the
Casuaites on 1he British elde had not been 80
’_‘"“ﬂ'r in any engrgement as they were in the
Santlsgn patrjes, where 1,200 were killed or
Wounded, sut of 16,000 engaged.

SIMILAR LINES OF DEFENCE.

{ons on

The timilarity of the military situat
the Modder gnq the Tugela rivers ta remark-
4ble. Each reljef eolumn 18 within twenty miles
O the hejeuguered garrison, and R river in
t&ch coase hag tormed the line of Hoer defence,
In ench quarter the military operatlons are
coneealed from view by the rigorous eonsorship,
but both garrisons are known to he quité safe.

From Nutu! there I8 In Harm&worth's war
torrespondent's  report the news that the
Brittsh mounted {nfantry and artillery drove
back on Tuesduy a body of HBoers who
Were sttempiing to destroy the bridge near
Colenso, that ‘the Ladysmith garrison had

been heard from that dmy, and that the
bridge at Frere was under rapld repalr,
Bl later a report from Pletermaritzhurg

Mates that there had been o Hght pran
due! near Colenso and that the Boers wore
holfing the hridees.

From Lord Methuen's force thers Was no
_Fror it B e et ol
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definite news yosterday, apart from the casual-
ty llsts in offictal hands. The tone of the of-
ficlals at the War Department was confident,
and there was no great degree of publle an-
xlety, but a hopeful feeling thet the period of
suspense would be hrought to a close within
forty-elght hours by the rellef of both Kimber-
ley and Ladysmith,

An eminent Englishman pmarked yesterday:
“We may lack confidence /m some of our gen-
erals as tactlelans, but not in our soldiers as
fighting men. They win our battles and never
dlsappoint us."

Evidently it Is thought tiat there cannot be
too many of them, for it {8 generally belleved
that the two additional divisions now going
out will be enlarged Into a full army corps,

IL.N.F

— e

REINFORCEMENTS FOR METHUEN.

London, Dee. 2. It s rogarded as practically
certain that Lord Nethuen has been reinforced
by half a battalier of the Gordon Highlanders,
a regiment of cavelry and a battery of artillery,
and that De Ans = being dally reinforced by
troops to hold the lineas of communication.

It is suppesed that the Natal advance has
been delayed by the necessity of getting suppliea
to Pletermartzburg, but not a word emanates
from any of the various commands,

Lieutenant General Sir Charles Mangfield
Clarke, who, as already announced, will com-
mand the Sixth Divislon, has geen much service
in 8outh Africa, particularly in the Zulu and
subsequent wars, He has also held a number of
high steff appolntments at home, and Is reputed
to be a capable ofMcer,

Sl e
DROVE BACK THE BOERS AT COLENSO,

1ondon, Der. 1.—A epecinl dispateh recelved
here to-day from Frere, dated November 28,
says that while attempting to blow up a 5H00-
foot bridge over the river at Colensn, the Boers
were driven back by British artillery and
mounted infantry.

————
WAR RUMORS IN LONDON.

A REPORT THAT LORD METHUEN RESUMED
HIE NORTHWARD MARCH ON
WEDNESDAY,

London, Dee. 1.—While the rumors of the re-
Hef of Kimberley current on the Stock Exchange
this morning may be premature in their lteral
sense, there seems no doubt that the pressure
on the garrison hag been much lightened by
General Methuen's successes, and the actuul re-
1lef of the place must seemingly be a fact very
shortly. A clew to the urgeney reasons which
Atetated General Methuen's hurrled march may
he found In Governor Milper's hint to the Ie-
Hef Committee at Cape Town to prepare for the
reception of 10,000 refugees, indicating that the
garrison must have had reason to fear the re-
duction of Kimberley by starvation and discase,

The most recent news from Kimberley comen
by way of Pretoria and almost seems to show
Kimberley and Mafeking are acting in concert
with General Methuen, for at the time the battle
was raging at Gra=z Pan both Colinel Kekewlich
and Colonel Baden-Powell made sorties and as-
gailed the beslegers. The result of the Mafe-
king mortle I8 not known, but, according to a
dispatch from Pretoria, Colonel Kekewleh In-
flicted econsiderable loss on the Hoers, twn shella
killlng nine and wounding seventeen in a group.

The dispateh from Pretoria, dated November
20, sald thers was a portle from Mafeking on
saturaay, November 20, On the morning of that
day the Chartered Poilce attarked Bloffi's Fort
with great determination, The fight was In
progress when the dispatch was sent,

Beveral ambulance trains left Mafeking on No-
vemher 20 for the Free State, where heavy fizht-
ing was expected during the eoming week, when
the Boers, 1t was added, would resiat the ad-
vance of the British in tha direction of Kim-
berley,

Jt ts reported that General Methuen pezumerd
his march northward on Wednesday, and ex-
pected to form a junction with the Kimberley
forces on SBaturday or Bunday.

forces have been withdrawn from the north of
Cape Colony and may he hurrying to attack
General Meothuen's rear, But reinforcoments
have been pushed rapldly forward from Orange
River and De Aar, and it is belleved they will

clreumvent such deslgns,

The brief telegrams coming from Natal and
the central theatre of the war ennvey 1iftle
informatlon about the situation. Naauwpoort
reports that half the Colestierg Dutech who re-
hsponded to the Roer summonses for milltary
service have now returned to thelr homes; so,
perhaps, the serious elvil troubles hampering
General Gatacre may be lesséned and the mili-
tary operations under his direction will begin.

S0 far as known, the Ladysmith rellef forca
is still .at Frere, though the bridge was per-
haps sufficlently repaired to permitof its passage
on November 30, In which case the opposing
forces may already have come in contact near
(olensn, whers, apparently, the Roers are
gtrongly Intrenched on the north side of the
river.

— e

OHAMBERLAIN REBUKED,

LORD ROSEBERY CRITICISES THE SPEECH
OF THE COLONIATL SECRETARY.
TLondon, Dec, 1.—Lord Rosebery, speaking at
Fdinburgh this evening, deprecated Mr. Cham-
berlain's reference to France in his specch at

Lelcestor, and aald:

We have no right to go into the gutters tn
fish up the derelict press of any country and to
hold 4t up to scorn Or as 4 motive of our polley.
1t ls Impossible that the Queen counld be bee
gmirched by such attacks, which only recoil on
the attackers, and whatever the degrafded out-
burst may mean it does not represent the host
or highest opinion of France.

We have heen overrsady to flout other na-
tlons, and it 18 no wonder that Great Britain s
unpopular abroad 1 dn trust that this un-
Adiplomatic frankness will conse; for these sting-
Ing words rankles long afterward, and It ia not
for statesmen (0 speak under the passing lrri-
tatlon of the moment.

e
BRITISH PRESS EXPRESSES DISSENT.
London, Dee. 1 —With few excoptions the after-

noon papers disgent from Mr. Chamberinin's Anglo-

Gaxon-Teutonle alllance speech at Lielcester yoster-

day. “The Pall Mall Guzette” Inys stress on the

gtrong anti-German prejudice in Great Britalp and
declares bluntly that Mr. "hnmhberin'n had better
hinve kept sllent.

v oahe Westminster Gazetta” tnkes the same linae,

helteving Mr. Chamberlain A1d not represent Gov.

ernment opinlon, and polnting oot how offensive
the speech was toward France,

wrhe Globe” maintalns it 1a impossible for Cior-
to give a quid pro quo for the responsibilities

many
1 to Cireat Britain by such an

which would acert
nlliance
wrhe Bvening Standard” says Mr.
reforred to no alllance Ty treatlos
“The 8, Jamen's Gnzoette’ says:
Mr Chamberiain #imply exprosses English public
opinlon, which han coma to realize that with Gier-
many and 1he United States we onn work, bacausa
with those Powers we have a cammunity of inter-
ests nnd gentiments, whereus with Hussin and
France we have 0o
w the only dther Afternoon newspaper,

Chamberlain

“*The Sun,
tnkes n similar tavornble view of the suggested
allianee, —

BIn EDMUND MONSON MAY WITHDIAW
Parts correspondent of “The

London, Dec. 1.=Theo
to-diny

Evening News" telegraphs to his paper
Continued on third page.
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It Is suggested in some guarters that the Boer |
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ACTION ON ROBERTS CAS

UTAH CONGRESSMAN-ELECT XNOT TO
TAKE THE OATH OF OFFICE,

PROMINENT REPUBLICAN REPRESENTA-
TIVES DECIDE TO PREVENT HIS BEING
BWORN IN UNTIL THE QUESTION
OF ELIGIBILITY 18 DECIDED.
Washington, Dec, 1.—At a conference of promi-
nent Republican members of the House held at
the Capltol to-night it was decided that the ell-
gibllity of Representative-eloct Roberts, of Vtah,
to oceupy a seat in the House of Representatives
should be investigated and determined, and that,
pending the deelslon, he should not be permitted

to take the oath of office.

This declsion was reached by those present
without a diseenting volce, Representative Tay-
ler, of Ohlo, who will have charge of the matter
in the House, explained after the conference
had adiourned that this proceeding does not In-
volve a prejudgment of the case, but, {rreapective
of party, will afford the members an opportunity
to vote after @ thorough investigation and
complete presentatlon of the case for their con-
sideration. Mr. Tayler had made a study of
the allegations and precedents and presented
them at length to hie colleagnes. He offered a
plan of procedurs, which was agreed to after o
general exchange of views. The procedure 1s
to be as follows:

THE PROCEDURE IN THE HOUSE.

When Mr. Roberts appears at the bar of the
House to take the oath objection is to be made
on the ground that he s inellgible. He will then
step aside, and after the other members are
gworn In the member making the objectlon—who
probably wiil be Mr. Tayler—wlll recite the alle-
gations and offer a resolution for thelr Investiga-
tlon by n special committee. This will glve the
House an opportunity to vote in the first In-
stance on the question af postponing the admin-
istration of the oath untll after the allegntions
have been investigated. The resolutions have
not been formulated, but they will Include the
{nvestigation of the charge that Mr Roberts's
alleged eonvietion of violation of the Edmunds
act in 1880 renders him ineligible by the terms
of that aet; whother the fact that he is an
avowed polygamist renders him Ineligible, and
whether the Htate of Utah I electing him hns
not violated the enmpnet by which she nhtained
Siatehond.

Mr. Tayler says the precedents for objecting
the swearing in of a member duly clected
proper credentials are numerous
and In point. Amang others are the waoll known
enpns nf Proctor Knott, Boyvd Winchester and
John M. Rire, of Kentucky, who were elected
th Congress shortly daftér the war, and were
eharged with Insligibility on the ground of
disloyalty. Al these precedents were clted at
the oonference to-night., These precedents lead
tn the conclugion that ehjection can e properiy
made to the swearing In of n memhber where
thers are appareatly well grounded rensons for
Felieving him inellgible The resolutions will
provide for the appolntment of @ specinl com-
mittos of either seven or nine, to be nppointed
Ly the Spenker.

THORE AT THE CONFERENCE

Representative Powers, of Vermont, preaided

Those I.;-..gmm' WHre

to
and bearing

at the conferenee tn-ni
Mossrs, Henderson, of lowa;, Grosvenor, Shat-
tuek, Southard, Kerr and Tayler, of Ohlo;
MrPherson, of Towa; Dalzell, of Pennsylvania;
Fasynoe and Shermun, of New-York. HiN, of
Connecticut: Thomag, of lowa: Alexander ana
Ray, of New-York; Curtis, of Kansas; Warner,
of Tilnals; Landis, of Indiana: Cannen, of T1H-
naig: Marris, of Minnegota] Steele, of Indiana,
and Long, of Kan#as.

The Roberta case s not to come up for con-
slderntion at the Republioan eaucur to-mars
row night. The Republican leaders do not de-
sirs to make the question In any sense A party
issue.

—— ——
CONFERENCE ON THE RORE TS CASE.
PROFESSOR 1. F. RUSSELL SAYS THAT SOEMON-
1M AR THROWN DOWN THE GAVNTLET.

A conference on Wrhe Casa of Representative-
Na=

aloct Rolisrts Bafors the Uongress nml the
tlonal Conscienee,” wns held last evening at the
walghborhood House, in Rivington-st, TP prinel-
pal pdilress was de fiverad by Profossor Is Frank-
fin  Fussell, of the New-York University Law
gehool. e, Russell sald In part;

The House of Representatives, in my judegment,
ghould expel Mr. Roberts.  But It shonld first admit
illow him to participate In the

him il

elretion aker. Donbtless the elerk shoull
pliace name of Mr, Hoberta on the roll, as on
the record there Is no prims faile suggestion o
conteat or dleq iNeation, The power of eith
house of Congr expel 1 member I8 Ahsolute

and unlimited,

Mapplly or
the expulsion of
1847, William B
for “a hizh mis
hie publie trost and
fenes was an attempt

thern are precedents for
rs from Congress.  In July,
from the Sennta
y Inconststent with
Hls of-
{o corrupt an officer at an

Indlan agency. It was not a sl At ‘time, nor
wis It commitied in his offieinl character, tor at
the seat of government

Polygnmy has not hean ahandoned, 1t has hn-

of T'iah and the
Commaon-

came entrenched by the Sratohod

of an Independent

quasl  soveralgnty

wenlth, Utah 18 no longer s hject to the jurledic-

tion of CONgToEs HVer the Territaries, which a di-

vided oourt pronounced to he plonary By tha
throws down |

ts Mormonism

alnotlon of Mr. Rolw
faen of aw ahiding and melf-

the gauntlet In the
respeeting citizens af the Republic.
nssert thelr suthority. Wil they
do 117

At the cla=e of Professar Russell's adidress thera
wis n Alscussion, Tt wis unanimously  decided
that Congress should expell Mr Floberts,

hesitate to

*
Vis8 GOULD'S WAR ON POLYGAMY,
eHE HAS SPENT TIME AND MONEY T SECURRE
THE UNERATING OF RORERTS

The nrrangements for the antl-polygamy meet-
ing, 1o hld Misic Fiall, Tarrytown, on
Tuesday evenling, un ler the direction of Miss Helen
Al Gould, ars pesuming laree proportions, and It
s probable that the hall will not accommaodate all
the people, tn which cane an overflow meeting will
be held, Miss Gonld, who some e agn manifest-
ed & Strong interest in the movement for the ex-
pulefon of Brigham H. Roheris from CONgress, nas
spent her time and much money for the purposs of
Roberts, and in the tast few days has
pousible minute 1o tha move-
wanimed the
rs and

L] at

unseating
been devoting overy
of which sha had voluntarily n
tler appeals 10 the vote
| * the nelghborhond have met
:t-ll?:nt‘:lﬂ-:.'ffir}\llll 2‘“' exult Congressman John

Undernill, of New-Rochelle, has aen Aeluged with
potitions jetters  requesting film tn  vots
against Roberts. While Mr. 'nderhti] 12 ton-com-
mittal and Is reported to have sald that ha would
not oppose Roheris, Miss Gould and her support-
ers believe that he will vote In |I"I'l"f'|!lﬂ- n with
the wislins af his constituents Migs iauld sald
yostordny she  sincerely hoped that Mr, Un-
Aerkilt and New-York's ropresentatives (n Congress

ment,
tocal leadership

s oherts, for 1o
would toke n firmn =t and ngninst Hohert
gupport him  wo W natitute Ar Insult to tho

Amerie o
A . Weratss he had openly

hieh Tinh was admitted
meeting 1o completa
1l he
rimed

womanhood of
a4 tn no sympathy,
the laws nnder "n' .
a Statehood, A yraliminary
l;u- :.rt:.nllu--mt-nhl for the mass ||]..|||.;,- \?
held to-morrow nlight nt  the Firat

Church, Among those who will speik Tue W
O r. B, J. MeMitlan, of the New-York

Avenue Haptist R Creegan,

“fureh; the Rewv, (

romton: Mrs, Darwin R James of New-York;
:':,I“:‘ymj.r“;:hn ;\'.-:--x Allen, n-.‘ntl;n;'r\'lrlllnzz:. .lli-;
ax (1aule Aajor Marshall right, Fidltor o
Miss (Gould 14 jor wrehidl B O 2 s

“Wohristinn Work Willlam J. Towns

Rockwell have been AP

.
UNITARIAN WOMEN'S MEETING.

Itnitarian Women held
Iny in the Second 1'ni-
Chureh, Clinton and Congress s,  Mrs,
Jncknon, of Manhattan presided. Mre
petition 1o Congress which
and  finally passed  with  one
volee, The petition wax to the effect

wague looks upon Mr Hoberta's admission
ives ns prejudiciad to

The New-York League of
{ta monthly meeting yORLOT
tarinn

wne nmended
disrentin
thay the
s (he Touse of Represents fil
:Ihn hest I.Inri-n--ls -u1i the antry. and that “Con-
TeAs UNG every means 1o joet Mr. Hoberts 1f It
n.- found that his credentinls do not comply with

laws of the country.
.

t Amerioan remedy for Coughs—
T"':i'\':f'\'z-s EXPECTORA .\“T.—.\nl\'{
.
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:;}IITCH OVER COMMITTEES.

| “THINGS ARE IN THE AIR" SAYS SENA-
| TOR PLATT.

MR, FALLOWS WILL NOT TAKE THE CITIES
CHATRMANSHIP UNDER MACHINE ('QN-
DITIONS—-CONFERENCE OF PLATT,
ODELT, AND NIXON AT THE

FIFTH AVENUE.

“Things are In the air, I hope the atmosphera
will have clearsd bhefors my return from Wash-
ington next week. Then we may be ahle to
gettle things."

That was the lucld and comprehensive sum-
ming tip of the results of the conference hetween
Senator Platt, B. B. Odell, Jr., and 8. Frederlck
Nixon In Senator Platt's rooms at the Fifth
Avenue Hotel last evening. It was all Senator
Platt would say on the subject, but the news-
paper men to whom he spoke understood what
he meant. When he =ald “things are in the
air” It was known that he did not refer to
brickbats or dead cats. but to the State Con-
stabulary bill and to ¢halrmanships of certain
Assembly committees,

8. Frederick Nixon, the present Speaker, 18
14 be the Speaker of the next Assembly at Al-
bany, and he has come to the city to consult
with Benator Platt and with Chalrman Odell
of the Republican State Committes As to the
makeup of some of the committees he s to ap-
point, He has not heen elected Speaker of the
next Assembly yet. He has not even taken the
treuble to make n canvass for election to the
office, but he Is known to be Senator Platt's
chiolee for Speaker, and so It |s settled that he
will he Speaker, It Is not necessary for him
to walt for election before making up his 1ist
of commlittess with the ald of Senator Flatt
and the chalrman of the State Committee. There
was a hiteh in the programme last evening, and
that is why “things are In the alr.”

Mr. Odell eame from his home in Newburg
about noon yesterday, and in the headquarters
of the State Committes he met Speaker Nixon,
wha had journeyed from his home In Chautau-
fqua. They talked together for a few hours
about 4 p. m. Senator Platt joined them, and
all three went up to Senator Platt’s rooms to
talk., Lisutenant-Ciovernor Woodruff went up
to the rooms in the evening, but he was sup-
posed to help “settle things” He was anxlous
to contradict a report that he wasg golng to open
headguartars at the Waldorf-Astoria and boom
himeelf as o candidnte for the Republican nom-
ination for Viece-Presidept, He deciared that
there was no truth at all in the report.

FALLOWE WON'T TAKE IT.

Assemblyman Fdward H, Tallows, of this olty,
who has heen talked of as a good man for
chalrman of the Assembhbly Committee on Clties,
was it the Pifth Avenue Hotel a short time last
evening, and talked with the men who were
conforring fn Senator Platt's rooms. He saild,
as he was golng away, that he would not Le
chalrman of the Committer on Cltles. He did
not know who would be eelected for the place.
Bonie politicians close to Mr. Fallows had sald
earlier in the day that It had been settled that
Mr. Fallows would not get the chairmanship.
Mr. Pallows, they sald, had decided that he
eould not accept the position with the confl-
tiona to be imposed. He would prefer to be in a
position to oppose some legiziation that might
be favored by the Republication organization
teaders, Fle eould mot promise to help jam
through any legisiation the lsadera might favor.

Assemblyman Henry, of this elty, who wants
tn be chalrman of the Committes on Publle Edu-
cation, was at the hotel, He was chairman of
the Committes on Milltary Affairs in the last
Assembly,

Amspmblyman De Graw, of Brooklyn, who wna
chalrman of the Committee on Taxatlon and
Itetrenchment 1o the Inst Axsembly, was at the
hotel and heard ‘hat he would not ba reappoint-
ed to his chalrmanshlp. Governor Roosevelt, it
wns sald, wanted another man to head the
Committes on Taxation and Retrenchment the
comifig winter on account of the important work
the committee wlll have to perform in connec-
tion with tax law revisfon,

Assemhlyman Brennan, of Brooklyn, and As-

r | Senntors Elsherg and

It dnreg them |

A RgEnerous |

nted a Committes on Res- |

womblyman Apgar, of Westchester County, ware
| at the hotel to talk with Speaker Nixon, Btate
| Krum and several Re-
| publican politiclans who are not members nf the
| Leglslature spent some time in the hotel lobby.,
| Much Interest was manifested by the pollt]-
‘ elang In the question of selecting an Assembly-
| man to take Robert Mazet's place as chalrman
| of the Committes on Cities. They sald that In
| view of expected amendments to the charter of
| this ity the cholee of 4 chalrman for the com-
|n|lurr~ was of much Importance. All bilia to

amend the charter will have to go through the
|f‘nr.-unftta-1, Assemblymaa Merton E. Lewls, of

Hochester, has been talked of as the probable
I ehotee of the Republican leaders for the place,
but it was reported among the politielans last
evening that he would not get the place unlesa
| gtate Senators Armstrong and Parsons, of
| Bochester, could be induced to support a State
| Constabulary bill, and they had signified their
Intention to oppose the bill,

Some of the politiclans gald that Senator Mlatt
| was bent upon having a constabulary Lill passed
if passible In order to get the police force of this
| city out of Tammany hands and to make better

business for the surety company In which his
| son is Interested,

“\With the State Excise Department and the
palice under Republican control,” one of the poli-
tHelans sald, “all the lguor dealers of the elty
would take bonds from young Mr. Platt's com-
pany.'”

RODSEVELT MAY TAKE A HAND.

Phe conference In Ssnator Platt’s rooms hroke
up early in the evening, and afterward Mr
Nixon went to the Hotel Cadlllae for dinner, He
ald not reappear at the Fifth Avenue Hotel last
night, but he probably will have another talk
with Mr. Odell to-day. Senator Platt sald he
intended to go to Washington this morning, and
might return on Tuesday next, Mr. Odell sald
nothing hiad been sertied as to Assembly com-
mittee chalrmanships, but thers wauld he an-
other conference next week, and Governor Ropse-
velt might take a hand In trying to “settle
things.,” Mr. Odell sald there had been no dea-
cislon as to the constabulary bill, ‘Senator
Platt has heen trying to ascertain what the pub-
He sentiment on such legisiation is'' he ex-
plalned, “but we have not been thinking much
aboit It for some time"

Many shrawd politicians have declared their
Lellef that the plan to pass a constabulary bill
hae falled completely, and the leaders will not
esven have the bill introduced In the Legislature
this winter.

There was & report at the Fifth Avenue Hotal
last evening that no Assemblyman from New-
York Clty would be appointed to the chalrman-
rhip of an important committes, The leaders, It
wns reported, had declded that the Assembly-
men from up the State were entitled to all the
Lext positions, because the Republican majority
cnne from up the Btate. Mr, Odell sald there
was no trath in the report He admitted that
Assomblyman Fallows did not want to be chalr-
af the Committes on Clties, hut he sald
chairmanship might be

man
that another Important
glven to Mr. Fallowa
It was the understanding among the paliticians

last evening thiat the tollowing chalrmanships
would be retained by the holders:
Ways And Means— ALLDS, af Chenango,

ary—RK ELAEY, of Livingaton,

" ISH, of Madison
e 1.0, of Ordngs
Commerce and Navigation HRENNAN, of Kingo
| Fiaheriea and Game AXTEL. of Delawnre

_———

| Our life size Instantansous l'h&lﬁgl’lph! nre het-
ﬁ than crayons; Rockwood, B'way, th-sl—
Advi

ALLEGED BRIBERY AT ALBANY.

MANY POLITICIANS MAY BE INDICTED FOR
VIOLATION OF FRANCHISE LAW,

Albany, Dec. 1.—For eorruption of the elee-
torate and general violation of the franchiss
law it I8 likely that a score of prominent Re-
publican and Democratic politicians here may
be Indieted by the Grand Jury when it sits next
week. District Attorney Dyer I8 hard at work
sifting evidence that has been presented to him,
and If sufficlent 1s adduced to show that a erime
has been committed against the election law
indletments  will follow, which will prohahly
result in the arrest of several well known poll-
tielans. .

Among other things 1t is alleged that hetween
six thousand and eight thousand votes were
openly purchased. 1t |= =ald that at no time In
the history of the elty was money given and re-
eelveld so publiely. In one ease a prominent clty
official is charged with having serutinized the
ballot of & voter in the haoth after he had voted,
the latter holding It up to the light so that the
official eould goe for himssif that the voter had
kept to his part of the agreement,

JE— S——

HIGHER WAGES FOR r'fJT_T(i)' HANDS,

FALL RIVER MILLE DECIDE TO GRANT A 10 PER
CHENT INCREASE.

Fall River, Mass, Dec. 1L—All the eotton manu-
facturers of this oity represented in the Fall River
Assoclation to-day declded that they would grant
an advanecs of 10 per cent In wages, heginning on
Monday, December 11, The mill owners had in-
tended to make an increase of only & par cent, but
the action of M. . Th. Borden, of New-York, owner
of the Fall River Tron Works, in posting notices on
Wednesday ordering an advapce of 10 per cent,
hacked Gp the contentlon of the oparatives,
and pothing was left for the associatlon to do ex-
cept ta follow Mr. Borden's order. The iron WOTKs
are not represented In the association. Tha latter
{riclides ahout thirty-six corporations, operating
more than seventy-five mills  In all, about twenty-
elght thousand hanls will benefit by the advance.

*he Textile Councll has concluded to accept the
new offer of the manufacturers and refer it to the
mags meeting of the unlons, This afternoon print
eloths wera advanced & of a cent, and at that
figtirs the manufacturers say they can afford the

full inerenses in wages, By not paying the ndvance
on the same date as does Mr. Borden ths manu-

facturers will save about 20,000

M. . D. Borden was seen last night at his home,
No. o West Fifty-sixth-st.. hy A Tribune reporier,
who ssked him for the reazons which led him to
tnerenss the wages of the Fall River lron Works
pmployes to the extent of 10 per cent, when the

other Fall River manufacturers wanted to mnke
the advance only § per cent, Mr. Borden declined

tn disouss the situation more than to say: **Busi-
ness warranted an increase of 1 per cent and I

think the hands deserved 1t."

- .
GENERAL WOOD GOING BACK TO CUBA,

HE HOPEE TO STAY IN THE LINE OF THE ARMY
FOR THE REST OF HIF LIFE

Washington, Dee, 1.—General Leonard Wond will
return to Cuba niext week, He says he expecta to
remaln in the line of the Army as long as he lives
and s permitted to remain,

e
CONGRESSMEN AT THE WHITE HOUSE,

VIEWS OF SENATOR 0. H. PLATT ON CURREXCY
LEGISLATION.

Washlngtan, Dee. 1.—The White Houss was over-
run with members of Congress to-day, but owing to
the Cabinet mesting few of them saw the Prestdent.
Among these wers Ssnators Falrbanks and Bever
1dge of Indiana, Cullom of Illinets, Platt of Connec-
tient apd Lindsay of Kentueky; Hepresentatives
Wwarner, of Ilnols; Brownlow, of Tennesses, (Gros-
venor, of Ohlo, and Steele, of Indinna, Senator
Platt, who {s & member of the Finance Committes,
said that the sub commi'tea At the mesting to-mor-
row would agres on the terms of the financlal bill

to ba presented to the Sennte, “Generally speak-
fng.” sald he, “the Senate bill will o6 in agresment

with thie Housa bill. There will be several pointa of
difference, but the esgentinl features wltr hma
out

game and the two houses will get togather
trouble.””
Benator Platt thinks the passage of a financial
hill by both houses |8 a foregone conclusion,
—

GRANT TO GRAIN EXPORTERS,

MONTREAL COMMIBRINNERS AGREE TD SBYNDI-
CATE'S FLAN.

AMontreal, Das, 1.—The Harbor Commiesioners of
the port of Montreal to-day aceepted the proposi-
tion made by Buffalo and Cleveland ecapltalists
Inoking to an Increase of grain exports through
this port, To the syudieate Is to be granted a sita
for a large elevator and frelght gheds, and it in
tirn agrees to hulld fifteen steam barges, with
tows, all at a cost of $1,10.00 The syndicate
agrees to bring twenty-five milllion bushels of grain
te Montreal next season and  to Increasg this
amount to thirty-five million bnshels or more in
11, A hond of $50,000 Is to be given.

N

MAY RE USED AGAINST GUATEMALA,

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT MOVING A FORCE OF
WITH LIGHT DRAUGHT STEAM-

BOATS TO YUCATAN.

MEN

New-Orleans, Dee, 1 (Special)—Some weeks ago
the Mexlean government had constructed in New-
Orleans soveral armored steamboats of  light
Araught and a number of steel harges, the entire
flotllla prepared for tae reception of quick firing
guns.  They were supervised hy Genernl Mon-
asterlo, of the Mexienan army, and at the time It
was given out that they were for Lse agalnat the
Indians. News reached this clty to-day that the
General was now on the way with thess vessels
and . strong military detachment on an expedition
againse the Indians of Yucatan. The boats, which
wers bullt In sectlons, have been put together by
New-Orleansa mechanies taken for that purpose,

Aceording to the latest information, General Mon-
astarin nnd his farees has left Corosal, on Chetumal
Bay, and were proceeding up the Hondo River, It
1% not sall what offence the Indians have com-
mitted, and the fact that the Hondo River pene.
trates into Guatemalan territory lends color to the
rumor, circulated at the time the harges wors first
ardered, that they wers to be used agalnst Guate-
maln. A man well informed In regard to the con-
dittons existing says he does not telleve a wnrlika
expedition 1s planned, but that a military route s
belng prepared to the Guatemala border, so that if
the smaller republle continues Its oppression of
Mexican suhjects the latter country will ba within

striking distance.
A merchant who has just arrived in New-Orleans

from (Guatemala saye Presldent Cabrera has an-
nounced that the 10 cents & bunch tax on hanania
exported was to fill an empty treasury, and would
ba removed about February 1. The same man says
that Americans who signed the Hunter removal
petition are belng persecuted.  The Guatemalan
avernment is fearing an uprising, and has mis
te available troops at Zacapa,
S

HOW THE KHALIFA DIED.

HIS EMIRS AND HIS RODYGUARD PERISHED
WITH HIM.

Catro, Deo, 1.—~OfMeers from the Soudan who have
arrived here say that when (ieneral Wingate's force
overtonk tho Khalifa the latter teled to outflank
the Anglo-Egyptians, but talled, Seeing his position
wis hopeless, the Khallfa told his Emirs to stay
with him and die. He then aPrﬂd a sheepskin on
the ground and sat down of t, with the Emirs on
oither side of him. The Khalifa was found shot
throigh tha head, hoart, arms and legn, and tha
Emirs were l¥ing Aend besile nim. The members
of hig hodygunrd were all dend In front of them.

(General WIingate's force swept over them without
racognizing the Khalifa and his Emirs, but they

dentifled lnter.
m,i_r;”i li?ll:mtra is deseribed as of medium helght.

strong and siout, of light brown color and wearing
o long, gray bea

i —
AUSTRALIAN CABINET CRISES.
Melbotirne, Vietoria, Dec. 1.—=The Premler, 8ir
George Turner, has resigned. The Governor, Lord
Proseey, has summonsd A. McLean to form & new

Ministry.

Rrisbane, Dee. 1.—The Labor Ministry hers will
be short Lived. Premier Dawson, on the mesting
of the Legisinture to-day, announced that he had
formed a Minlstry, and moved to adjourn until

Tuesday, The House, however, by o vote of 3 Lo
2, refused to pass the maotlon, he Cabinet was
thiie defeated AL the first sitting.
]
POLAND! POLAND! POLAND! POLA.\'D&‘
M‘{‘n- purest natural spring water in the world.—
Vi ¢

L

A NEW ARMY PREPOSED.

RADICAL REFCRMS URGED BY
SECRETARY ROOT.

PROBLEMS IN INSULAR GOVERNMENT,
A PACIFIC CABLE AND OTHER 1M-
PORTANT TOPICS DISCUSSED
IN HIS REPORT.

Washington, Dec. 1 (8pecial).—Radical Army
vecrganization s the chlef recommendation of
Secretary Root In his first annual report to the
President. From the tlme—four months ago
to-day—when Recretary Hoot took charge of
the War Department he has unceasingly stud-
fed the Army problem, of which the complexity
and viclousness might have heen expected to
dishearten any ordinary man in the snme mans
ner that it affecied most of his predecessors,
who successively retired from offlce after put-
ting minor patches on the monster without ever
penetrating lts extremely tough hide.

Secretary Root's conclusions, which are urged
on Congress with rare common sense and power=
ful argument, follow with singular precision
the sharp lnes lald down in The Tribune in the
lagt year, durlng the agitation of the subject
in this newspaper, heginning with lts exposure
at the end of the Spanish war of the lamenta-
ble breakdown of the antiquated staff system,
which had zradually wormed itsclf fnto abso-
lute control of the entlre milltary servies,

The Secretary of War, ns was to he expected’
of a capable and fearless public official, proposes
a tharough and sweeping reorganization of the
lard forces of the United States, instead of
wasting time with the ineffactual expedlents of
former heads of the War Department, who had’
to ocontent themselves for various reasons with
attempting or approving plecemenl reforms.
Coming into ofMee unhampered by the prejudices
of earller military experienes he has evidently!
been impreased by the extreme urgency for
prompt remedial legislation, striking at the
very proots of the scandal breeding machine!
that stands for a National defence, and he has
hecome frmily convinced that behind the most
glaring and offenglve Influen es of the cabal surs.
rounding him the entire foundation of the pres=|
ent syetem was simply a clumsy makeshift to|
meet exigencles ‘n the earlier days of the Reel
publle which ecan never reour.

EIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS MADE.

Proceading with the fundamental ARAUMPay
tiong that tha real purpose of an army s to:
provide for war, and that the United States
regular establishment must be assisield by vole
unteers l1 the avent of war, Secretary Root pree
gents the following as the prerequisites of an
effective American Army organization:

Firsi—Study by oMcers of plans (o
This involves the nsmhlmhmor{‘l of a \:’:l"ﬂi.!‘?ll;
lege similar to that of the Navy.

Second —Preparation of Materlal. Fortifica=
tlone, ordriance, ete,

Third—Selection of officers according to merit,

(a) Staff officors to have temporary instead

of permanent tenures.

(b) Abolition or modification of promotions

by seniority.

{c) Btaff ofMleers to be selected for abllity in-

stead of “soclal or political influence,”
Fourth—Great drill of troaps,

(a) Appropriations for periodical mobilizas

tion and evolutions,
{b) Nava! co-operation In man@uvres. .
Fifth—Artlilery branch should have a head.
8ixth—Inspectors general should be increased,
Ssventh—Legislation 18 nesded that volun-
teers may be properly organized and prepared
faor call tn service.

Fighth—West Point Academy should be an=
larged.

THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT,

Recratary Ront's statement regarding the ima
provement of the Army is in part as follows:

Before July 1, 1901, when, under existing law,
the present voluntesr force must be disbanded
and the present regular force restored to It
peace basle of 20,610, we shall be compelled to
face the practionl necessity of providing for
gome inerease of the Regular Army. 1t is manis
test that however speedily the insurreotion in
the Philippines may be quelled we shall be re-
quired to malntain for a long time in those lal-
ands a considerable force to furnish the protec.
tlon which the inhabitants are entitied to recelve
from us, and to maintain order among the save
age and semi-civilized tribes which still exist
in nearly every lsland. There 15 no necasion to
doubt that the expense of this portion of the
military establishment can readily and properly
be defrayed from the insular revenucs

It i8 not concelvable that a practical people
should expend the great sums we are devoting
to our seacoast fortifications, and the dellcate
and complicated machinery of modern ardnance
with which we are equipping them, and not pro-
vide an adequate force of men to care for, pre-
serve and become familiar with the use of the
gune and machinery. An increase in our artils
lery force wlill be absolutely necessary for this
purpose, The present héavy artillery force is
ahout pne-fifth of the requisite numbar.

I beg to suggest that the manifold services:
which have been rendered by officers of the
Army of the United States during the last yeap
in almost every branch of civil government, and/
the effective zeal and devotion which they have
exhibited in succoring the distressed, reaching |
the ignorant, establishing and mnintalning elvil
law, fighting against pestllence, introducing
sanltary reforms, and promoting and alding
peaceful industry, should be regarded as proof,
if any were needed, that American goldiers do
not cease to he American citizgns, and that no
danger I8 to be apprehended from a reasonable
enlargement of the Army which affords such
evidenee of its character and spirit. -

It Is greatly to be desired that at the same
tiime, while the lesaons drawn from the experi-
ence of recent war are fresh in our minds, some,
{mprovements should be made In the »rgaalu-l
tlon of the Army.

For many veiars various criticlsms upon o
present organizatlon have been made and dise
cusssd, and a number of measures for Improves
ment have been recommended by my predecess
sors or embodled in bills introduced fn Con=
gress, Some marked improvements have been
made. notably the three battalion form of regi-
mental organization, which, after baing u
by several successive Secretariea of War and
advoonted hy all the high military authoritiesi
in the country for a generatinon, was finally
authorized by the act of April 24, 1808,

As to most of the proposed changes, how=|
ever, there has not been a sufficlent publie In-
terest (n the subject or & suffich atly strong
conviction of the impaortance af good orEanizas
tlon to overcome the divegeity of opinlons and
personal Interests deslrous of being left undis.|
turbed,

The method of proposing and ccnaldering, ons
by one, specific remedies for gpecific defects does
not geem to be an adequate treatment of the
gubject. It scems to me that the hest course
would be to settle upon the true principle which
ghould govern the use to be made of the Army
and then inquire in what respect our present
arrangement fails to conform to that princl-
ple, and make It conform.

TWO FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS,
Two propositions seem to me rundamental In
the consideration of the subject:

First—That the real object of having an Army
is to provide for War, J

Second—That the regular establishment in the
United States will probably never be by |
the whole machine with which any war will be
fought. The preparation of an army for war
involves ut least these four things: i 1%

First —Systematic study by responsible ofMcers
of plans for action under all contingencies of
possible confilet, and with this, study of the
larger problems of military science and the
most completa information of the state of the
art, study of the constant improvements in im-
plements and methods of warfare, and of the
adaptabllity of improvements and inventions for
the purpose of carrying out the plans dev
and study of the arrangement of territorial and
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